
 

Stormwater strategies: Cities prepare aging infrastructure for climate change

   
   
   
Abstract:

f it weren’t for the cement pipe segments nearly nine feet in diameter, oversize yellow backhoes, towering
piles of sand, and yawning trenches scattering the streets, the section of Toronto near the junction of
Connaught and Fargo avenues would look like an ordinary residential neighborhood. In spring 2011 this
area of comfortable-looking contemporary houses surrounded by tidy landscaping was a construction zone
as its storm sewers, most fewer than 20 years old, were ripped up and replaced with much larger pipes. The
purpose of all the disruption? To prevent the flooding of basements and garages that has plagued these
homes during unexpectedly heavy rains in recent years.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.119-a514   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

Author(s): Kessler R
Year: 2011
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resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States, United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Exposure Change Prediction

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: Communities with combined sewers

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Long-Term (>50 years)

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  
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resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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